Claims : 

An apparatus for retaining a tapered flitch 
on a ruitch table for movement past a veneer-slicing 
knife, N;he flitch including a veneer-producing zone, 
the apparatus comprising: 

stationary dpo-jmeans on the flitch table for 
engaging and retainirag^theX tapered flitch with its 
outermost v\neer producing isurf ace substantially 
parallel to the veneper-slicilng knife, and 

means for^ moving the flitch into engagement 
with the stationary/ dog means to retain the flitch on 
the flitch table\Zifth its vdnp^r-producing zone in a 
parallel relatiorV with thp^veneer-slicing knife so as 
to minimize the amount>^of waate veneer taken from the 
veneer-producin< 

2. The apparatus Vf cla^rn 1 wherein the 
stationary dog/ means includes a plurality of 
stationary dogs /extending orthogo\ally from the flitch 
table, each sUaicionary dog halving at least one annular 
knife edge foj: /engaging a flitch. 

3 . The y apparatus of claim \ wherein each 
stationary dog further includes meafns for adjusting 
the orthogonal extension of the stationary dog 
relative to the flitch table. 



4. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein \he flitch 
includes a plurality of dog-receiving holes fdsnmed in 
a flitch mounting surface, each dog-receiving ho\e 
extending into the flitch to a predetermined depth> 
the predetermined depth of each dog-receiving hole 
Tfe^-irn-ri iy a - fr mnrdai y u f th e v e n e^ r ^ro-ducri-ng—zone-r 
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The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the flitch 
table V ncludes a longitudinal axis, an axially 
extending channel, and a pusher bar movably disposed 
in the channel for axial movement therein. 

k . 

claim 6 wherein the means 

for 'moving Y ncludes ^ r i v i n V Ineans for ax ^ a ^y moving 
the pusher bar in iahe chanxrel and at least one pusher 

pin coupled to th^J pusher b\r for movement therewith. 
^f. The aYpc|ratus of c^.aim 7 wherein the pusher 



ronally froi 



Lrom th< 



U! 



the pusher bar and 
he orthogonal extension 
her bar. 
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14. The apparatus of claim 1 therein the moving 
means comprises means for engaging onfe or more 
surfaces of the flitch and means for moving the flitch 
along its longitudinal axis into engagement with the 
stationary dog means so that the stationarvXdoa means 
holds the flitch on the flitch table. 

"' V 

yi . The apparatus of claim 11 wherein the m^ans 
for engaging one or more surfaces of the flitch 
"compxi^'e^u^h^±n^m'eBTi"S~^n"c luc^s— a^±ura±xt*y-- o-f^pushe: 



wherein the driving 
cylinder assembly 
pving the flitch out of 
g means. 
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tins, coupled to the flitch table, for engaging the 
f l\tch. 



The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the 
stationary dog moans aiid the moving means comprise a 
modular assembly //nd ttte flitch table includes a 
modular asseKibl^receiving porti^A-^onf igured to 
receive the mo^lar assemb 

/?• ^ 

A4. A m^tihpd >< 9f retraining a flitch on a flitch 
tablfe for slicing vender firom the flitch, the flitch 
table having/afpluraliti\of stationary pin dogs, the 
method compris/ing the steps\of : 

ptoJiding a f litch^aving a first plurality 
of holes fofr deceiving the plU^Hity of stationary pin 



dogs, 



itationary dogs 



portioning the plurality o 
in the first plurality of holes, and 

moving the flitch generally longitufrijially 
into engagement with the dogs to retain the flitcli^on 
%t^e— f li tc h tablr< 




The method of claim 14 wherein the moving 
step'includes the step of providing a plurality of 
pusher pins and the f litph'^includes a second plurality 
of holes for receiVp^^ 1 ** 2 plurality of pusher pins. 
If* 



r 6. The methoa XDf claim JlS wherein the moving 
step 'f urther includes Vhe step of providing means for 
moving the pusher pins xssp move the flitch along a 
longitudinal axis of the\£litch into engagement with 
the stationary dogs, 

^ \ • V 

JCI . The method of claiir\l< further including the 
step of providing a modular as^emblyj for positioning 
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the plurality; of stationary dogs and for moving the 
flitch into engagement with the dogs to mount the 
flitch on the modular assembly, the modular assembly 
being removably received by the flitch table. 

ft 

* y£ . The method\of claim^^f wherein the flitch 
table includes means j£or retaining the modular 
assembly in position fear slicing veneer from the 
flitch mounted on the modular assembly. 

\y \ 

JL9 . An apparatus for retaining a flitch on a 
reciprocating flitch table, comprising: 

a flitch table for carrying the flitch 
including a plurality of holes formed in a flitch 
mounting surface, 

a plurality of dogs attached to the flitch 
table and positioned to be received by a first group 
of the plurality of holes for engaging the f ditch, and 

a plurality of pusher pins attached to the 
flitch table and positioned to be received by a second 
group of the plurality of holes for moving the flitch 
into engagement with the plurality of dogs to retain^ 
the flitch on the flitch table for reciprocation past 
a veneer slicing— loiif e . 

claim 19 wherein the 
ns include a second plurality of 




aim 19 wherein the flitch 
a modulai f litch-^ra-r^ying assembly, the 
-carrying Assembly inclucTteg^the 
logs, the plurality of pusher pihs^, and 
means for removably coupling the modular assembly" 

reh — tatoie^i 



table include 
modular flitqh 
plurality of 



-32- 



• 




An apparatus for retaining a flitch for 
sliclncfv comprising: 

a flitch table having a plurality of 
predeterni^ned positions, and 

plurality of knife edges located at the 
predetermined positions for engaging the flitch to 
retain the fYitch on the flitch table, 

ein the number of knife edges engaging 
the flitch at \ predetermined position is generally 
proportional to\the/ thickness of the flitch at the 
predetermined po: 



for 



:ta 



a flitch for 
ftife, the apparatus 



loving the flitch past 
licing veneer; and 
[or retaining the flitch, 
►vably attached to the 
from the flitch and 
or replacing the 



An appa 
movement past a 
comprising : 

a fli 

the veneer-slicj 

a mo< 

the modular as; 
flitch table 
removable froi 
flitch, 

k . The apparatus of claim\23 wherein the 
modular assembly includes a plurality of pin dogs and 
a plurality of pusher pins for movrijg the flitch into 
engagement with the pin dogs. 

2.4- 

2*5. The apparatus of claim 24 wherein the 
modular assembly further includes driving\means for 
driving the pusher pins to move the flitch\nto 
engagement with the pin dogs. 

26. A modular assembly for retaining a flit* 
-t^e— as-s^mbl~y~c*omprl-s-i-ng-:--- 
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a flitch-carrying body; 

plurality of stationary pin dogs carried 
by the f lit^ch-carrying body; and 

means for moving a flitch carried by said 
flitch-carrying body into engagement with the 
stationary pi\i dogs 

means par coupling the flitch-carrying body 
to a veneer slider. 

The mcldular assembly of claim 2 6 wherein the 
moving means ^ncludes a pmsher ha^: and at least one 
pusher pin coppfLe^ to the Vu^ner bar, 

2/6. Th4 iJodulW^assemfoly of claim 27 wherein the 
venefer slicefc inp^udes a flitch table having channel 
means for rdp£fi.ving 1^ie flitch-carrying body. 

Tljie/ modular assembly ^f claim 2 6 wherein the 
veneer slicurf includes a\staylog\ the 
staylog including means fo^: removably retaining the 
f litch-carryprng body. 




A method of retaining a flitch on a veneer 
slider, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a modular assembly including a 
plurality of pin dogs for retaining a flitch and means 
for moving the flitch into engagement with the pin 
dogs ; 

positioning a flitch on the ritodular 
assembly, the flitch including a plurality of holes 
for receiving the pin dogs; 

actuating the moving means to move tft 
flitch into engagement with the pin dogs to retai^K^he 
"flxtch— orr-tire— modu-l-ar— assembly"? — ani 



pupling the 



ar assembly to the veneer 
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The method of claim 30 whereirT^ttief litches 
moved in the direction of its longitudinal axjts^by the 
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